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Chemical Safety in School 
Policy 

This policy addresses issues in relation to: 

Safe and Supportive Environment – Student Welfare 3.6.2 

Working with Chemicals 

 

Overview 

• The use of chemicals in educational settings can pose health risks and hazards if not handled 
properly. 

• The "Chemical Safety in School Policy" outlines procedures to ensure safe chemical use and 
risk management. 

Related Policies: 

• Duty of Care 

• Risk Assessment 

• Repairs and Maintenance 

Scope 

• Applicable to all staff and students who work with chemicals at My Dream Australian 
Academy. 

Performance Standards 

• Procurement of Chemicals: 

• Initial request by relevant department. 

• Review and approval by Science Coordinator(s). 

• Authority to procure by the Executive Principal. 

• Up-to-date Chemical Register. 

• Relevant Safety Data Sheet (SDS) readily accessible. 

• Appropriate chemical container labeling. 

• Completion of risk assessments for experiments involving chemicals. 

• Provision of proper chemical storage. 
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• Restricted access to chemicals limited to science teachers in science laboratories. 

• Disposal of chemical waste through licensed providers. 

• Training, supervision, and emergency preparedness for staff and students working 
with chemicals. 

Procurement of Chemicals 

• Chemical procurement process outlined for safety and appropriateness. 

Chemical Register 

• Essential for managing chemicals used and stored at the school. 

• Includes chemical list, storage locations, SDS links. 

Safety Data Sheet (SDS) 

• Document provided by manufacturers to inform users about chemical properties and safe 
handling. 

• SDS availability and updating requirements. 

Chemical Labelling 

• Importance of proper labelling for chemical identification and safety information. 

• Guidelines for relabeling containers. 

Chemical Risk Assessment 

• Steps involved in the risk assessment process for tasks with chemicals. 

• Implementation of risk controls to minimize hazards. 

Common Risk Controls for Working with Chemicals 

• Various risk control measures to ensure safety when working with chemicals. 

Access to Chemicals 

• Regulation of access to chemicals by authorized staff and students. 

• Basic security controls for chemical storage areas. 

Personal Protective Equipment and Clothing 

• Minimum standards for protective gear when working with chemicals. 

Planning for Emergencies 

• Preparedness guidelines for chemical-related emergencies and incidents. 

Chemical Safety 

• Detailed procedures for chemical register, storage, labeling, risk assessments, waste 
disposal, and laboratory safety. 

Chemicals for Cleaning Purposes 

• Guidance on storage and use of cleaning chemicals in school premises. 
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Chemicals in the School's Kitchen 

• Handling of detergent in the school's kitchen for cleaning purposes. 

Pesticides 

• Regulations for pest control treatments on school grounds. 

Medications 

• Administration guidelines for students' medications at the school office. 
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